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ACCOUNT OF A REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 


I have sometinies thought of sending you a few reflecti- 
ons on the conduct of tliose persons, who, being under deep 
convictions of sin, carefully stifle these convictions, and 
whose last state is therefore in many instances worse than 
their first. But as ashort history of one under convictions 
and deep dejection of mind, who obtained a happy delive- 
rance, by a singular Providence, may have a better effect 
than any thing "T could urge; I use the freedom to tran- 
scribe the substance of one from a foot-note in the life of 
Mr. Jo, Shower, Martyrslogical Dictionary, which I 
think displays the sovereignty of Divine grace, and at the 
same time the astonishing manner in which God is pleased 
at times to bring sinners to himselfs Though the book 
may be found in the possession of some of your numerous 
subscribers, yet it is probable that others may not have seen 
it, The insertions will therefore oblige your constant 
reader. 


PHILANTHROPOS, 


The late Mr. Thomas Bradbury dined one day at the 
house of Mrs. ‘Vooly, an eminent Christian lady in London, 
who was famous in her day for the love she bore to Christ, 
and to all his servants aud people. Her house and table 
were open to them all, being another Lydia in that respect. 
Mr. Timo hy Hogers, wha wrote a treatise on Religious 
Melanch raly, and jaboured many } vears under th: at clis steamper, 
made one of the company that d iy; and after dinner he 
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entertained them with some anecdotes of his father, who 

was one of the ministers ejected in the year 1662, and nar- 

tated thé sufferings he underwent on account cf his noné 

conformity. Mr. Rog@rs particularly related one anec- 

dot®, that he had often heard his father mention to himself 

©*. nd others with much satisfaction, concerning a deliverance 

which he had from being sent to prison, after his méttimus 

Was written out for that purpose. He lived tear the house ‘ 
of one Sir Richard Cradock, a justice of the peace, who 
‘was a violent persecutor, aud _laid out himself to distress 
serious Dissenters by all means which the severe laws then 

in being put in his power, particularly by enfurcing the sta- 

tute against conv enticles. He bore a great hatred to Mr. 
Rogeis, and wanted above ail things to have him in his 

s power ; and a fair opportunity, ashe thought, offered itself 
tohim. He heard that Mr. Rogers wasto preach ata place # ‘ 

some miles distant ; andhe hired two men to go as spies, ) 

who were to take the names of the hearers they knew, and 

to witness against Mr. Rogers and them. ‘The thing suc- 

ceeded to his wish; they brought the names of several per- 

& sons who were healers on that ccecasion ; and Sir Richard 

warned Mr. Rogers and cthers whom he disliked to f 

appear before him. Accordingly they all came with 

trembling hearts, expectjng the worst, for they knew the 

violence of the man. While they were in his great hall, 

expecting to be called upon, there came into the hall a 

little girl, a grandchild of Sir Kichard’s, about six or seven. j ; 
years of age. She locked at Mr. Rogers, and Wis much 

taken with his. venerable appearance ; and he being nata. 

rally fond of children, took her on his knee, and made a ‘ 

great deal of her, while she became fond of him. After “ 
waiting son.2time, Sir Hichzrd sent one of his servants to | 
inform the company, that one of the witnesses was fallen 
sick, and could not be present that day ; and therefore 
Daren’ them to attend on another day, of which he then in- : 
formed them. On the day appointed they returned, and . 
the crime, as the justice called it, was proved. He ordered i 
their miitznus to;be written to send them alitojail. Mr. Ro- 
gers, expecting tosce the little girl, had broughtsome sweet- 
meats along with him; and he was not disappointed ; tor 
she came running to him, and showed greater fondness to- 
wards him than she did the day before. She was, it seems, 
a particular favourite of her grandfather’s, and had got such | 

an ascendency over him, that he could deny her nothing. 

She was withal a child of a violent spirit, and could bear 

ao contradiction, as she was indulged i in every thing.— 
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. Remarkable Conversion. 243 
Qnce, when contradicted, she run a pennknife into her 
arm, that had almost cost der the loss of it, and even en- 
Gangered her life ;. after which Sir Richard weuld not 
suffer her to be contradicted in anything. While she was 
sitting on Mr. Rogers’s knee, and eatiug the sweetmeats 
which he gave her, she looked’ wishfully on him, and said, 
“ What are you here for, Sir?” He answered, “I believe 
your grandfather is a going to send me and my friends 
whom you see here, to jail.” To jail! ” says she. ‘¢ Why 
what have you done:” “I did nothing but preach at such 
a place, and they did nothing but hear me.” To which 
she replied, “ My grandpapa shan’t send you to jail.”— 
“‘ Ay, but my dear,” said he, “ [ believe he is now making 
out Our mittimus, to send us all there.” She ran imme- 
diately to the chamber where her grandfather was, and 
“< knocked with her hands and heels, till she got in, and said, 
“ What are you going to do with my «good old gentleman 
in the hall?” “ That’s nothing to you, said her. grandfa- 
ther; “ get you about your business.”——“ But I won’t, said 
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she ; “he tells me you are going to send him and his 
friehds to jail; and if you send them, Vil drown myself 
a in the pond as soon as they are gone ; I w ill indeed.” When 


he saw the girl resolute and peremptory, it shook him, and 

overcame the wicked design he had formed to prosecute 

these innocent men. He stept into the hall with the mit- 

timus in his hand, and said, * I had here made out your 

4 «4 mittzmus, to send you all to prison, as you deserve ; but at 

my grandchild’s request, I let fall the prosecution, and sct 

you at libertv.”—They all bowed and thanked him ; after 

P which Mr. Rog vers stepped up to the child, and laid his 

| hand upon ih head ; and lifting up his eyes to heaven 

he said, “ God bless you, my dear child ; may the bles- 

4 sing of that God, whose cause vou now did plead, ee 

as yet you know him noi, be upon vou in life ct death, 

and through eternity. And then he and his friends went 
away. 

Mrs. Tooly listened .with uncommon attention to 
the story; and looking on Mr. Rogers, said “ And 
are you that Mir. Rog: rs’s son?” & Yes, Madam,” an- 
~ $wered he, “I am.” * Well,” satd she, “ this 1 never 
; knew before, notwithstanding our long acquaintance ; 
and nowl will tell you something of which you have hi. 
© therto been 2 eas I am the very person your dear fa- 
_ ther blessed is the minner you now related. Ic made 
such an impression on me, as i tools never forget. 
Upon this double discovérv, Mrs. Tooly and Mr. Rogers 
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found they had a superadded tie of ‘christian regard to 

each other, beyond what they had before. In the mean 
ai he and Mr. Bradbury were very s¢ licitous to know 
how she, who had been bred with such an aversion to 
real religion, was now socminent for it. Shecomplied with 
their request, and very freely told them her story. She 
said, that after her grandfather’ s death she was left sole 
heiress of his great estate; and being in the bloom of 
youth, and having none te controul her, she engaged in all 
the fashienable diversions of the time in which she lived, 
without any manner of restraint. But at the same time 
she confessed, that at the end of them ail she found a dis- 
satisfaction both withherself and them, that always struck 

a damp to her heart, which she did not know how to get 
rid of, but by running the same fruitless round over and 
over again; but all in vain. She contracted some slight 
illness, upon which she thought she would go to Bath, as 
hearing it was a place for pleasure as well as health. When 
she came thither, she was led in Providence to consult an 
apothecary who was a religious man. He inquired what 
she ailed? “ Why” says she, “ Doctor, I don’t ail much 
as to my bedy, but I have an uneasy mind, which I can’t 
get rid of.” “ Truly,” said he, “ Miss | I was so too, till 
i met with a book that cured me of it.” ‘ Books !” ‘said 
she ; “ I get all the books that I can lay my hands on; all 
the plays, novels, and romances I can hear of. But after 
I have read them, my uneasiness is the same.” “ That may 
be,” said he; “I don’t wonder at it. But this book I 
speak of, I can say of it what 1 can say of no other I ever 
read; I never tire of reading it; but can begin to read it 
again, as if I had never seen it before; and I always find 
something new init.” Pray,’ ” says she, ** Doctor, what 
book is that?” “ Nay, Miss,” answered he, “ that is a 
secret I don’t tell to every one.” “ But could not I get a 
sight of that book!” says she, ‘* Yes, Miss, if you speak 
me fair I can help you to it.” “ Pray get it me then, 
Doctor, and Jil give you any thing you please.” He an- 
swered, If you will promise one thing, I will bring it 
you; and that is, that you will read it over carefully ; and 
if you donot see much in it at first, that you will give ita 
second reading. ” She promised faithfully she would ; and 
after raising her curiosity by coming twice or thrice with- 
out bringing it, he at last presented it toher. It was a New 
Testament. When she looked on it, she said, “¢ Poh, I could 
get that at any time.” “ Why, Miss, so you might, ? re- 
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plied the Doctor; “ but remem er I have your solemn pros 
mise, that you will read it carefully.” ‘ Well,” says she,} 
“ though I never read it before, Pil give it a reading.”— 
Accordingly she began to read it, and it soon arrested her 
attention. She saw something 1 in it she had a deep conc ern 
in ; and if she was uneasy in her mind before, that uneasi-¥ 
ness greatly increased. She cid not know what to er with | 
herself. She returned again to London, thinking the diver- 
sions of that metropolis would restore her peace of mind. 
But all was in vain. Electing love had decreed to save her, | 
and effectual grace was determined to have her. She lodg- | 
ed at the court end of the town, and had a gentlewoman | 
with her as a companion. One Saturday night she dreame | 
ed, that she was in a place of worship, and heard a sere | 
mon which she could remember nothing of, when she awake | 
ed, excepting the text; but the dream made such an impress | 
sion on her mind, that the idea she had of the place and the | 
minisier’s face was as strong as if she hadl been acquainted | 
with both for a number of years. She told her dream to her’ 
companion on the Lord’s day morning; and, after break | 
fast, she was resolved to go in quest of it, if she should ae) 
from one end of London to the other. ‘A¢cordingly they’ 
set out, and went into this and the other ca1urch, as they) 
passed along ; but none of them corresponded with what she’ 
saw inher dream. About one o’clock they found themselves 
in the heart of the city, and they went into an eating house 
and had some dinner; after which they set out again in 
search of this unknown place. About half an hour aftery 
two they were in the Poultry, and she saw a great many! 
people going down the Old Jewry. She mixed herself a-) 
mong them, and they carried her to the Old Jewry. So) 
soon as she entered the door of the church, she turned to. 
her companion, and said, withsome surprise, “¢ This is the’ 
very place I saw in my dream.” She had not stood longi) 
till Mr. Shower, who was then minister of the place, went 
into the pulpit; and so soon as she looked on him, with’ 
greater surprise still, she said, “ This is the very man I saw } 
in my dream ; and ifevery part of it hold true, he will take | 
that for his text, Ps. cxvi. 7. “ Return unto thy rest, O my} 
soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee.” W hen’ 
he began to pray, she was all attention, and every sentence | 
went to her heart. Having finished prayer, he took the J 
above passage for his text; and at that time God met her” 
in a saving way; and she at last obtained, what she long 
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Bought for in vain elsewhere, Test to her soulin Him who i is. 
e life and happiness of them that believe. — 
(Ch. Mag. 
































RULES OF CONDUCT. 


| [The following rules were drawn up by a young Lady 
now deceased, for the regulation of her own conduct in pri- 
vate life. The transcriber trusts that they will meet your 
sapprobation, and be useful ts some of your readers. He 
thinks that they merit the attention of serious young wo- 
men ; those in particular, whose situation in life exposes 
em to various kinds of company and conversation.— 
They appear in her own words, without any correction 
whatever. | 


GENERAL RULES OF CONDUCT. 


Never to be idle, but always employed either in workicg 
reading, or writing. 
Never to take up much time in dress, 
- Not to walk much about the streets, but to be as much 
n the house as circumstances will permit. 
» Never to give place to vain idle thoughts, but to war 
fagainst them as the cnemies of my peace; and whenever 
they harrass me, to fly to prayer as a remedy. 
To set a watch over my whole conduct, and to mark down 
the history of every day. 


RULES WITH REGARD TO COMPANY. 


_ 1. To bridle my too much vivacity, and be always readier 
‘to hear than to speak. 
' 2. Never to make free with an absent character, and al- 
| ways to puc the best construction on peoples words and 
actions. 
3. Not to be ready in telling news, and sometimes rather 
to affect ignorance about them than seem to know every 
thing. 
‘ 4. Never to be positive in an assertion, but always the 
first to yield in a trifle. 
) 5. Not to praise people to their face, except when 
there may be occasion for it, as it has too much the air of 


( Alattery. 
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6 To give no countenance to slander, nor to hear with 
pleasure the faults of others, however just they may be. | 

7. Never to argue with one in a passion, any more than 
I would talk to a tempest, but be perfectly silent till the 
storm blow over. 

8. To make no promises but what can be performed, and" 
be careful to perform the promises that are made, whether 
they be difficult or trifling 

9. Neverto be angry without the best reason, nor let the 
mind be ruffled with a trifle. 

10. To be always ready to forgive an injury, and never to 
give way to resentment. : 

11. If ina fault, to acknowledge it frankly, and never to 
palliate it by framing exeuses, or throwing the blame on an- 
other. 

12. Not tobe overcome with evil, buf to overcome evil 
with good. 

13. Always to be suited to the present company, as far as 
sincerity and candour will permit: if grave, to be grave; if 
cheerful, to be cheerful, and so on. 

14. To speak but little in the presence of superiars, and 
ever to pay attention and respect to old age. 

15. To learn to sacrifice inclination to duty in things in- 
different, as the way to lead on to it in greater things. 

16. To make very little use of proverbs and common-place _ 
observations, and to endeavour-not to speak so much, as to © 

speak to the purpose. 

17. To beactive and vigerous against evils that canbere- | 
medied, but to submit cheerfully and without complaint te 
those that cannot be helped. 7 

Lastly, Not to be too ready in giving my opinion upon 
any subject till it be asked, and theu to do it with diffidence, 

especially before my superiors. (Ch. Mag. 
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thoughts on 1 Sfohn, wi. 1. Fesus Christ the Racu- 
TEOUS. 


This isan appropriate designation of the Saviour. It be- 
longs to him by way of eminence. Righteous is indeed the 
common character of all good men. But in a peculiar, dis- 
tinguished sense, it is true of him. 


he, po ee 


on be 





11g * 


he eS 


(248 © THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 


He is Righteous in his person. His person is singular, 
constituted of two natures, essentially and infinitely distinct, 
but in him most inconceivably united. He is God and man 
m one undivided person; *“ Emanuel, God with us.” All 
who own him to be the true God, a truly divine person,— 
and all who own the scriptures to be a divine revelation 


“cannot consistently deny it ;—must allow that essential at- 
‘tribute of Deity to be inherent in him, absolutely perfect 


rignteousness. Infinite holiness and righteousness of na- 
ture, and all-perfect rectitude of conduct, are certainly es- 
sential to the Godhead. The righteous Lord loveth righ- 
teousness. A God of truth, without iniquity, just and right 
is he. His human nature is likewise entirely righteous, and 
ever was so. All the natural offspring of fallen Adam in- 
herit the guilt of his first sin, and that total depravity and 
corruption of natgre which he contracted in consequence of 
it. Hence of all mere men, it may truly be said, they are 
born in sine For “ who can bring a clean thing out ef an 
unclean? not one.” ‘ Behold,” says the man after God’s 
o7'" heart, “ I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me.” But though Christ was born of a 
woman, the human nature as assumed by him into personal 
union with his Deity, was perfectly free trom all stain or 
taint of that corruption with which in all the rest of men it 
is infected. This is indeed a mystery, and was the effect ot 
amiracle. He was born of a woman, but that woman was 
a virgins And Christs body was formed of her substance, 
by the immediate, almighty operation of the Holy Ghost. 
* The holy Ghost shall come upos thee,” said the angel to 
Mary, ** and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee ; therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of 
thee, shall be called the Son of God.” Hence though he 
appeared in the likeness of sinful flesh, he had no real sin- 
fulness of nature. He knew no sin: he did no sin. It was 
neither inherent in his nature, nor was he, in the smallest 
instance charg@able with it in practice. 

He was, of course, righteous in his life. For this the 
holiness, the innocence of his nature laid a foundation. 
His whole deportment exhibited an example of perfect righ- 
teousness, of spetless purity. He fell, indeed, under the 
heaviest reproaches ; he was exposed to the cruel hatred 
and peisecution of enemies, and treated as the vilest of ma- 
lefactors. In him, nevertheless, thetunjust judge who con- 
demned him, was compelled after repeated examination, to 
pronounce that no fault could be found, nothing on which 
to ground a ¢riminal prosecution, or charge of guilt. Our 
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Lord could R hallenge the most malicious of his adversaries 
to detect or point out any one thing blamable in his conduct. 
“ Which of you convineeth me of sin?? Wasit to man only, 
an imperfect yoage 4$ human character, and hable to err, 
he approved himself innocent and righteous, so that 
the opposition of his enemics was wicked, unjust and un- 
gratetul?, Nay, speaking of his heavenly Father, he says, 
“Ido always those things which please him.” Itis written, 
«Phe Lord is well ple: eae for his richteousness sake ;” 

he calls him his “ righteous servant.” ‘Lo the moral 
aw, that perfect, ever Bi oe rule of righteousness, he con 
ormed in every instance. He give pericet obedience, with 
the whole man,to the precepis of that law, and he satisfied its 
penalty to the fa! l. ffenot only obeyed the law, but mag- 


} 


nified it, and made it honoracie, his obedience being the 
obedience of the lawegtver himseif ia human nature. For 
though he was “in the iorm of God, and thought it not 
robbery to be equel with God; yet he made himself of no 
reputation, and tuck upon Lim the form cf a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of man; an 1d being found in fashion 
as aman, he hum bled himse fy Hand | became obedient to death, 
even the death of the cros 

He is righteous in respec! t to the execution of his offices. 
He was faithful to his trust, fulfilling, with fidelity and ex- 
actnes, his undertaking and appointment, as mediator. 
In the execution of his offices, he performs and exercises 
untainted righteousness, he matter of his te; ching as a 
prophet ts er} oht things.”’ hive preached righteous- 
ness,” he says, “in the gre mgregutig ” As in the 
discharge of his prophevical :, during his personal minie 
righteousness ; ‘0 in his priestly ofhite, 
ullited all righteousness,” and brought in 
an ¢¢ everlas ting mghiconsness.” Every righteous quality 
and disposition was ‘inherent in his mature 2, and every righ- 
teous act required of him as our high priest and covenant 
surety, he punctually epee As he was *tmade une 
der the law,” so this law he kept to the utmost extent of its 
demands. He gave sinless oballic ‘nce to Us commands, and 
endured the curse in all its lasiude. He thus fulfilled the 
* rightcousaess of the law,” was “ obedient to the death,” 
and ** gave himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God 
for asweet smelling savour.” Now, “ he that doeth righ 
teousness is righteous.” «Lhe righteousness of Christ’s 
priesthood is the sole foundation of our hepe towards God. 
All the acts of his administration as a king, are acts of righ- 
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teousness. ‘Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever, the 
sceptie of thy kindom is a right scepire.” “ Behold the 
davs come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
rightecus branch, and a kirg shall reign and prosper, and 
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.” He came 
to the mediatorial throne in the most just and equitable man- 
ner. It was bythe appointment of God the Father, and in 
consideration. of his having finished the work which the 
Father gavehimto do. “Ihave set my king upon my holy 
hill of Zion.”.—The laws of his kingdom are righteous, 
The moral law, contained in the ten commandments, is the 
rule of that obedience, which he requires from his sub- 
jects. Aud this law being founded in the nature and per- 
fections of God, must be p:rfec', holy, just and good. His 
dispensations, or the ways of his providence are of a piece 
with his laws, righteous both towards his friends and his 
enemies. “ The Lord is righteous in ali his ways, and 
holy in all his works.” “In righteousness he doth judge 
and make war.” He espouses the cause, supporis the in- 
teresis, and premotes the happiness of his subjects; while 
he sets himself against the enemies of his kingdom. His 
dispensations indeed are often mysterious. ‘ How un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out.” ‘Clouds and darkness, are round about him.”— 
By, the tenor of his dispensations, he is often saying, ‘ what 


“I do thou knowest not now.” But the justice and equity 


of his procedure both towards his subjects and his enemies, 
will appear in a conspicuous light, when he comes to judge 
the world at the last day. Now they are ready to enter- 
tain mistaken views of his designs and of his doings. 
But then, the judge of all the earth will make it mani- 
fest in the sight of assembled worlds, of angels and 
men, that he does nothing but right. But what is most 
peculiar in this character of Jesus Christis that, 

He is righteous for others. He is not only righteous in 
his person and life, in his laws and dispensations, but he 
is a Head of righteousness to his people. The righteous- 
ness which he fulfilled ; the obedience of his life, arising 
from a perfectly pure and holy nature as its principle, and 
maintained without the least failure or defect, through the 
whole of his course in this world, and the suffering which 
he endured, even to the death of the cross, to make atone- 
ment for sin; all this he did and endured, not in any de- 
gree for himself, or on his own account, but wholly for 
others, for the redemption and salvation of lost and perish- 
ing sinners of mankind. It was altogether in a publis cha- F 
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pacity, asthe covenant Head, surety and Representative of 
his people ‘“ When the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of 2 woman, made under the 
law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons.” Hence he is said 
to be “the end of the law for righteousness to eve- 
ry one that believeth.” “ Surely, shall one say, in the 
Lord have I righteousness. In him shall all the seed 
of Israel be justified, and in him shall they glory.” The 
truth of this doctrine, the current, uniform language of the 
inspired volumes incontrovertibly preves. It proves the 
vicarious character of his obedience and death. That his 
sufferings and death were undergone by him as a substitute 
or in the law room aad place of his people, the following 
passages ‘of scripture, selected from a multitude, furnish 
the most unequivocal, convincing evidence. ‘¢ He was 
wounded for our transgressions ; he was bruised for our 
iniquities. The Lord laid on him the iniquities of us all. 
For the transgression of my people was he stricken. He 
bore the sin of many. The Messiah shall be cut off, but 
not for himself. The Son of man came’ to give his life a 
ransom for many. My blood shed for the remission of 
the sins of many. My flesh, which I will give for the life 
ofthe world Christ died for the ungodly—for us—for our 
sins; made sin for us; gave himself for our sins. Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made 
acurse for us. Gave himself for us an offering and a sa- 
crifice. Appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self, was once offered to bear the sins of many,” to expi- 
ate their guilt, and deliver from punishment, as the slain 
victim under the law was offered in sacrifice in stead of the 
offerer. ‘ He is the propitiation for our sins: suffered for 
our sins, the just t, or righteous, for the unjust.” Some, 
however, allow the vicarious nature of the Mediator’s suf- 
ferings, who deny it in regard to the obedience of his life. 
But does the scripture, teach ue to make any such distine- 
tion? Is it not as expressly written, By the obedience of 
one shall many be made righteous. Kom. v. 19. as that we 
are * justified vy his blood.” v. 9. when the Messiah declares, 
“ T come to do thy will, 9 God,” what warrant isthere for 
understanding the wor< Is of his suffering, exclusive of his 
obeying the willof God? when righteousness is said to be 
imputed, ‘a does not the term suggest the idea of active oe 
dience as well asof meritorious suferiag, and indeed more 
directly? Besides, uot to mi uluply arguments, does not a 
«title to eternal life, conferred in justification, depend, pro- 
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perly speaking, on the condition cf obedience to the pre. 
cept of the law ; while satisfaction for sin, by sustaining 
the penalty, is Our security from the wrath to come P niseee 
And although our reconciliati ion with Ged, red emption 
and justification are often ascri>cd to the blocda nd death of 


the Son of God: this is not with any view ef excluding ns 


° 


obedience from the meritoriaus cause cf such precious bles 
sings, but because his death was the crowning, the consum. 
mating act of his whole mediatory obedience. To this 
point, particularly, I beg the readers attention. ‘Lhis is the 
distinguishing glory-of the gospel. Ticnce the apostle Paul 
represents the gospel of Christ, as “the power cf God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth,’ on this account 
that “ therein is reve aled the rig! htecus ness of God from 
faith to faith,” as if it were the principal, most eminent 
discovery made by: the gospel, In this re spect, Jesus Christ 
stands, unrivalled, the righteous one, that while he needed not 
to perform any righteousness for hi mself, he wrought out 
and brought 1 in a perfect righteousness for the justification 
of others, who are destitute of ri ighteousness in themselves, 
and utterly unable to keep the law, or perform the righte- 
ousness required init. While the first “Ms lam by bre aking 
the covenant of works, poceme ahead, a source of guilt, 
corruption, misery and death to his pos pebexay ; the pened 
Adam, by fulfilling the condition of the covenant made 
with him, is become the author and fountain of righteous- 
ness, grace and life to his spiritual seed, that is, to all who 
believe in him, to the saying of the soul. 

His rightcousness is graciously imputed for justification 
to all that believe. “ David describeth the blessedness of 
the man to whem God imputeth righteousness Ww ithout 
works.” We are made “ _* in the beloved.” Hence 
his adorable name the “ Lord, or Jehovah, our righteous- 
ness. Made of God unto us righteousness. “That we might 
be made the righteouness of God in him.” 9 Exciu- 
sive of this view of him, Chiist’s character, “ the righ- 
teous,” could not scrve as a ground of comfort to the 
guilty, but must rather be an object and spring of ter- 
ror. 

This designation of Jesus Christ presents him to chris- 
tians in a twofold light, as an object of trust and also of imi- 
tation. 

That he is Jesus Christ, the righteous, should Iead us to 
trust in his righteousness for justification. He isthe righ- 
teous one, through whom ali that beiieve are g@nstituted 
rightcous, accepted and accounted such in the sight of him, 
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whose judgment is always according to truth. Let all con-- 
sider what the scripture declares concermmg the children 
of men in their natural estate. “ There ismone righteous, 
no, not one.’ Destitute of righteousness, vt any thing 
which can be sustained such in the eye of the divine law, 
which is exceeding broad, and’ pronounces a snnledicticns 1 
on every one that, inthe least instance, comes short of the™ 
obedience, which it requires ; while secking to be justified 
by the law. “ As many as are of the works of the law, 
are under the curse ; for it is written, Cursed 1s every one 
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book 
of the law to do them.’ However inoffensive, amiable and .ex- 
cellent cur principles, dispositions and conduct may be in 
the view of the worid, the word of God teaches us to 
confess, that in his sight * sil our righteousnesses are as filthy 
acs.” We are by nature not only without righteousness! 
but under guilt, “ the children of wrath,” by reason of sin, &@ 
obnoxious to the wrath andcurse of God. Now, what cane 
we do or contrive in order to avert this dreadful evil, or 
to satisfy incensed justice for our manifoid and heinous — 
transgressions of the holy law? What can we do or ima, 
gi ne to recommend ourselves to the favour of heaven, to te] 
obtain the remission of sins and eternal salvation ? We. are 
*¢ without strength ; dead in trespasses and sins.” But 
what says the scripture for the encouragement of such? 
“« Hearken unto me, ye stout hearted, that are far from 
righteousness, [ bring near my righteousness, it shall 

































not be far off, and my salvation shail not tarry. Their 
righteousness ig of me, saith the Lord.” To which thie 
resolution of the Psalmist 1s a faithful echo, *“ I will 


make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only.” 
To the same purpose Pauls sentimeuts and exercise descrih- 
ed in the following woras, *‘*God forbid that I should 
glory, save iv the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. That 
l may win Clakan a and be found in him, not having mine 
own righteousness, which is ef the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith. ‘The righteousness of God, is unto all, 
and upon ail them that iol levee Knowing that a man is 
not justified by the works of the law, but hy the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we 

might be justified fer the faith of Christ and not by the works of 
the law : fo r by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 
With the heart man believeti unto righteousness,” unto the 
attaining of righteousness even an interest in the righteousness 
of Jesus “Christ the righteous. ‘This righteousness is presented 
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han the gospel as the free gift of God to the guilty, even to 
the chief of sinners. Hence it is c: alled, “* the gift of righ- 

teousness.” And hence the warrant which all gospel hear- 
ers have to receive, to claim, to appropriate or apply it to 
themselves by believing, and in this way to plead it before 
God asthe ground of their justification, saying, “ In the 
Lord have i righteousness.” 

Happy you who are invested with this divine, this all-me- 
ritorious, this justice satisfying, law, magnifying righte- 
ousness. Your sins, however great and many, are all 
blotted out. For “to him give all the prophets witness, 
that through his name, whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive the remission of sins.” Your persons are accepted 
as righteous in the sight of God. Made acceptedin the 
beloved.” An indefeasible tite to the heavenly glory 

as secured. ‘* Made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life.” All the blessings of grace here, and of glery hereafter 
belong to you. 

But how alarming the condition of those who trusting 
in their own rightcousness, dependir g on their own vir- 
tues and good deeds for screening them fromthe avenging 
stroke of offended justice, and recommending them to the 
divine regard, despise this glorious righteousness. ‘They 
trust in a refuge of lies which will be swept away in the 
day of God’s anger. ‘Lhey not only build on a foundation 
of sand, which will inevitably fail them, but expose them- 
selves to the most terrivle vengeance, as for other sins, so 
especially for neglecting the great salvation, rejecting the 
offers of Christ, the gift of his righteousness, and of eter- 
nal life through him, held forth in the gospel. In propor- 
tion to the greatness of the privilege, will be the severity 
of the punishment for neglecting and abusing it. “ How 
shail we escape, if we neglect so great salvation.” ‘ Be- 
ware therefore lest that come upon you, whichis spoken of 
in the prophets. Behold, ye ‘despisers, and wonder, and 
perish.” Let self-justiciaries reflect on the awful case cf un- 
believing Israel, who, “ ignorant of the righteousness of 
God, and going about to establish their own righteousness, 
hare not submitted to the righteousness of God. leradl. 
which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not at- 

P tained to the law of righteousness. Wheretore ? Because 
| they sought it not by taith, but as it were by the works of 





the law.” But do we make void the law through 
’ faith? Because good works are not to be depended on as 
' our justifying righteousness before God, not to be perform- 
1 ed in the view of therehy meriting any blessing at his hand, 
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cumbent to “ exercise ourselves, that we may always havea 
conscience, void of offence toward God and toward man!” 
It is indeed an old objection to the doctrine of justification 
by free grace through the righteousness of Christ, exclu- 
sive of the works of the law, that it has an unfriendly as- 
pect upon the interests of morality, or relaxes our obliga 
tion to holy obedience. And if that could »e shewn to be the 
native consequence, the genuine tendeucy of the doctrine, 
it would be a solid objection. But what says the Aposile 
Paul? * Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound ? 
God forbid.” “ I through the law am dead to the law, thas 
I might live unto God.” As the moral law is given to be 
the perfect and unalterable rule of holiness and righteous- 
ness to all mankind, so the whole gospel, of which justif- 
cation is a distinguished article, has a directand native ten- 
dency to enforce conformity thereto in the whole man, ia 
heart and life. For this it furmshes the most powerful and 
engaging motives. ‘ For the grace of God, that briageth 
salvation, teacheth us, that denying ungodliness and world- 
ly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously and godly in 
this present world ; looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God our Saviour, who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works.” Good works, though utterly unavailing 
in the matter of justification before God, yet answer other 
valuable purposes, are indispensable on other important ac- 
counts. Hence Jesus Christ the righteous, aad as such, is 
to be regarded in the next place, 

As an object of imitatiun. To him it is said, “Thou 
lovest righteousness and hatest wickedness.” And all his 
followers are in their measure, of the same spirit and tem- 
per.. A-vain thing it is to pretend to belong to Christ, to 
trust in him as * the Lord our righteousness ;” unless we 
are desirous, and it is our earnest study, to be conformed to 
his image and example. “ Hereby we do know that we 


know him, it we keep his commandments. He that saith, 


I know him, aad keepeth not his commandments, is a liar. 
and the truth is netin him. He that saith he abideth in him, 
eught himself also so to waik even as he walked.” They whe 
have “ obtained precious faith,” will have “ their hearts puriii- 
ed by it ; it will work by love,” and manifest its influence in a 
holy life. ‘This then may be considered as the test of our rela- 
Wen to Christ, and interest ia his justifying righteousness. 


255, 


are they therefore to be neglected? Is it therefore not in- | 
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Are we zealous to he righteous as he is righteous? “ Little 
children, let no man deceive you. He that doeth righ- 
teousness is righteous, cven as heisrightcous. If ye know 
that he is righteous, ye know that every one that dveth 
righteousness is bora of him. In this the children of God 
are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doth 
not righteousness is not of God.” As he is made of God 
unto us righteousness, so likewise sanctification. ‘ He left 
us un example that we should follow his steps; who did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. ‘Who his own- 
self bare our sins in his own body onthe tree, that we being 
dead to sin, should live unto righteousness.” Let every 
one” therefore, “ that nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity.” 





* Jehovah, help me to believe, 
And in that righteousness to trust 
Which only makes a sinner just, 

And then the truth of faith to prove, 
Lord, make my faith to work by love.” 


—~=~ap GD ahaee—— 


Remarks on the best mode of conveying instruction to 
chiidren and youth. 


It seems agreed by the most celebrated nations, whether 
ancient or modern, and by individuals, in every age, who 
have been most distinguished for wisdem and virtue, that the 
education of children and youth, as it relates to society, is 

an object of prime importance. It is equally a; agreed by all 
who are worthy of the Christian name, that it is all-in portant 
as it relates to the church and kingdom of God. Infidels, 
indeed, by their conduct, shew that they understand its im- 

portance as well as others ; ; for by their unwearied efforts to 
exclude the Braue from our common schools, uader an ai- 

fected concern for its honour, lest it should fall into con- 
tempt with children, and be profaned by common and vul- 
gar use, and under pretence of guarding their tender minds 
from prejudice and superstition, till their reason is matur- 
ed; by their open contempt of all catechetical instruction ; 
and by their fervent zeal to propagate the opinion, that to 
subdue the wills of children by the rod, is to rob them of 
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their independence, and to make them servile and mean- 
spirited, and incapable of asserting and maintaining their 
own rights, they discover a deep sense of the importance of 
gaining time to strengthen the depraved inclinations of chil- 
dren, and of pre-occupying their minds for that kingdom 
to which they too manitestly belong. ‘These aris have heen, 
and still are, too successful; but their origin is, at length 
more distinctly seen by most men, as it was from the first 
by those who knew the depths of Satan. 

The following remarks on the best mode of conveying in« 
struction to children and youth are uct addressed t» the 
friends cf this corrupt system ; for, as they are, in princi- 
ple, opposed to the interests of Curist’s kingdom, - it can- 
not be expected that they will endeavour to persuade even 
their own children to become its faithful subjects, and hav- 
ing the advantage to pre-occupy their minds, there is much 
reason to fear, they will live and die in that kingdom toto 
which they were born: but they are addressed to such as, 
in speculation at least, are convinced that christian faith 
and practice are essential to the best interests of men, whe- 
ther temporal or eternal. 

Nothing more will be expected, in a piece which must 
occupy 2 few pages only of the Magazine, on a sxbject so 
important and copious, and which has, at all times, em- 
ployed the pens of the best writers, than some general hints 
calculated to stir up the minds of those to whom the edu- 
cation of children and youth is intrusted, by way of remem- 
brance. 

The first remark, as being first in importance, is, that 
parents and instructors must thoroughly understand the 
true interests of children, duly appreciate their importance, 
feel their obligations to promote them, and under a sense 
oftheir own insufficiency, seek that continual help from God, 
which shall furnish and incline them to a faithful discharge 
of their duty. Should it be asked, wht these thiigs have 
to do with the best mode of instruction, the answer is, they 
are necessary as pre-requisites, and they are essential to ul- 
timate success. Paul may plant and Apollos water, but 
God giveth the increase. 

Amonpg the interests of children, comprising all that true 
enjoyment of which their natures are susceptible, that 
which is ultimate and supreme in God’s view, ought to be 
so in the view ef parents and instructors; and to this, alt 
other interests, though in themselves worthy to be sought, 
must of course be subordinated. ‘This ultimate and su- 
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preme interest or end “is to glorify God and enjoy him 
for ever.” ; ‘ 

The parent, or instructor, who sheuld wholly neglect the 
care of the souls of chi!dren committed to him, or should sub. 
ordinate it that to that of the body, so far from being their 
best friend, would, in effect, be their worst enemy, by leave 
ing them exposed to an everlasting curse, which, as far as it 
depended on him, he was bound to avert. 

Parests have little more to do for their children, in the 
first stages of infancy, than to secure them from danger, 
supply their natural wants, nurse them with tender care, and 
present such objects to their senses, as it would be proper 
for them to become acquainted with, Their senses being 
perfect, they will rapidly treasure up ideas in the memory 
from surrounding objects, to be the materials to guide their 
future conduct and reasoning. ‘They find, by experience, 
that every object is, in its perception, attended with the 
sensation of pleasure or pain, and frequently of both, as 
the perception is more or less intense, or as it exists in the 
different senses. ‘I’hus the operation of fire, on the sense 
of feeling, at a certain distance, is pleasant, at a certain less 
distance, or, on the touch, is exquisitely painful. A light- 
ed candle, in the night, is, to the sight, pleasant; to the 
touch, it is tormenting. ‘These opposite sensations, produ- 
ced by external objects in different situations, are the law 
of the allwise and benevolent Creator, to direct and govern 
our conduct with respect to them, from infancy to the end 
of life. As loco-motion increases, they handle the small 
objects within their reach. This exercise unfolds their 
powers, it is at once a pleasing diversion, and a school of 
instruetion ; for, by turning these objects into all positions, 
and viewing them in every light, they learn something of 
their nature and properties. Before this, they will know 
their parents, will be pleased with their smiles, and griev- 
ed at their frowns. By these they will soon learn the will of 
parents, and thenceforth will become the subjects of gover: 
ment. Previous to this period, parents can give them no 
moral instructian, except what shail result from exhibiting 
a perfect example. Children are formed into men very 
much by imitation ; the characteristics of individuals, in- 
cced, are, in part, the work of nature; but doubtless, a 
constant effort to imitate some pattern, and especially that 
exhibited by parents, contributes much to the effect. If 
both parents are of alike character, and are uniformly 
cheerful, mild, dispassionate, and kind, in their temper and 
conduct; or, on the other hand, are ofiew morose, angry; 
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passionate, and unkind, the example may, in 9 short time, 
produce a lasting effect on children, in moulding them into 
the one, or the other character. Teaching by good exam- 
ple, in every state and condition, is indispensable, and most 
effectual. 

As soon as children have learned the will of parents, in 
a given case, by their frowns or smiles and the correspond- 
ing conduct, that wz2// becomes their supreme law; and the 
parents are bound to enforce obedience by the gentlest 
means indeed, which will prove effectual, and, in the last 
resort by the rod, which God has put into their hands for 
that purpose. Thus the wise man says, “ He that spareth 
his rod, hateth his son, but he that loveth him chasteneth 
him betimes.”” Aad again, * Correct thy son while there is 
hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.” The per- 
tinency of the present remark to the subject in hand will be 
manifest to every one who reflects, that instruction cannot 
be conveyed, with good effect, to the minds of children, by 
parents, or instructors, until their authority over them is 
effectually established. 

To combine pleasure with improvement ought to be the 
unceasing endeavor of instructors; frowns and chastise- 
ments, ill-timed, are the worst of all means to engage atten- 
tion and ensure proficiency. A pedagogue stern without 
just cause will be viewed by children with terror, they will 
dread the place where they meet him, and whatever is 
seen to be associated with him: on the contrarv, tokens of 
the instructor’s approbation are regarded by children as ve- 
ry precious; and when judiciously given, they generally 
have the best effect. Ambition in children to excei their 
fellows in good things, and because they are good, is cer- 
tainly laudable ; and the more it is iustered the better; care, 
however, is to be taken, by the instructor, to guard the 
minds ef the children, so distinguished, from the swellings 
of pride. The force of natural affection in purenis can sel- 
dom’ fail to convince their children that they seek their 
good: on this account, they must have greater ads antag<s 
for their instruction than any others; iur, as their efforts to 
teach will be intermingled with endearmeats very picasing 
to them, they will meet the occasions of instruction, especi i 
i they return at certain fixed periods, with increasing 

elight. This advantage, however, is often more than bae 
lanced by an excessive fondness, which prevents, or sut- 
verts, that authority which, in all cases of obstinacy in chi!- 
dren, in resisting the means of instruction, must be asserted, 
everity, in such cases, duly exercised by parents, or otner 
teachers, will be felt by children to be deserved, aud so fur 
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from alienating their affections, will serve to increase their 
reverence or esteem for them. Says the writer of the epistle 
tu the Hebrews, “* We have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence.” 

{t is obvious to remark, that for teaching any art or mys- 
tery, the teacher is presupposed to be, himself, a proficient 
in that art or mystery ; otherwise he will certainly be de- 
spised by his pupils; and as soon as his incompetency is 
known, will cease to have any influence on their minds. — 

It is equally obvious, if he be a proficient, he will tho. 
rouchly teach the elements of his ait, before he teaches to 
combine those elements in the productivn of the ultimate 
effect desired or sought. ‘lo hurry into the midst of things, 
at the outset, a practice too common with the vulgar herd of 
teachers, can produce litle else but confusion ; and if the pupil 
in such a case, attains to excellence, it willbe after the loss 
of much precious time, and must be owing to his own ge- 
nius and application, and not to the skill of the teacher. 
It is no less important, that the teacher instruct, not only by 
precept, but by exhibitions of skill for imitation. If he in- 
struct in reading, he will give frequent speeimens of correct 
reading, both in prose and in verse, to pupils of an advanc- 
ed standing, with such pauses and modulations of voice, as 
shall do justice tothe sense and harmony of the compositi- 
on: mere verbal cerrections will never make an accomplish- 
ed reader. If he imstruct in hand-writing, he will furnish 
the pupils with specimens cf penmanship for their imitation, 
and, if the product of his own skill, so much the better, as 
he will the easier bring them to imitate his own work, than 
that of any other. 

‘The parent, or teacher in schcels, who loves the souls 
of the children cf bis charge, will inculcste such moral and 
religious truths, as can be brought within their comprehensi- 
on, and that their literary attzinments are of no use, 


-e any 
further, than they furnish them for duty. Particularly, 
that they are the creatures of God, whose chief end js to 


know, obey and enjoy him for ever—that the duties which 
they owe to him, to themeslves, and to their feliow-men 
negessarily result from the several relations, in which he is 
pleased to place them—that true happiness both here and 
hereafter is, by the constitution of God, necessarily con- 
nected with a course of obedience to his will; and mise- 
ry and ruin with a course of disobedience—that they are 
sinners in Adam their head, and under condemnation to 


death eternal, and cannot be justified by their own righte- 
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ousness, but only by the righteousness of Christ imputed to 
them, and received by faith—that faith and eternal life 
connected with it are the gift of God, which he bestows, or 
withholds, according to his sovereign pleasure—that they 
must die and come to judgment—and that if they would 
obtain life, they must diligently attend the means of grace, 
and repent and believe the gospel. 

These and similar truths will be best conveyed to chil- 
dren and youth, by carefully excluding from families and 
schools all books of an immoral or irreligious tendency, 
which the ministers of Satan have industriously spread 
abroad—by introducing, into both, such books as contain 
the principles of the doctrine of Christ—by the common and 
stated reading of the Bible——and by such frequent and oc- 
casionail remarks and observations, as, in the daily reading, 
shall occur to the parent or teacher, tending to explain and 
apply the truths communicated, or such as seem best 
suited to the occasior, to their understandings and hearts. 

These means will be greatly aided by daily prayer of the 
parent or instructor in families and schools, with children, 
for God’s presence and blessing; and particularly, that 
those means might be made effectual for their turtherance 
in knowledge and virtue ; both because, a constant and de- 
vout performance of the duty will serve to increase their re- 
verence and respect for their parent, or instructor, and to 
strengthen his authority and influence over them, and be- 
cause, a divine blessing may be expected as a direct answer 
to such prayer. 

Catechetical instruction of children and youth, in the 
things of religion, both in families and schools, and exten- 
sively pursued by the church, or its elders, has from the 
first promulgation of the gospel, been a special mean of 
perpetuating the church; and doubtless will prove so, in 
future, to the end of the world. The objection of philoso- 
phists, that catechisms, being the productions of fallible 

men, are of no authority, has no weight; because, if legi- 
timate, it will go to the length of proving, that all human 
efforts to instruct children and youth ou any subject what- 
ever, being liable to crror or mistake, must be avaodoned. 
Indeed, on the principle of this objection, no parent or in- 
Structor may ever attempt to explain the Bible itself to 
children, nor may they be assisted by any human aid what- 
ever, in the acquisition of christian knowledge, but must 
be left to the deductions of their own reason on religious 
subjects, if, perchance, they should ever advert to them at 
all, after their minds have been perverted, by the sophisti- 
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cal arts of the enemies of the truth: With respect to the 
compositions of this kind to be selected, for the instruction 
of our youth, it must be a matter of judgment; the es- 
sentials of christianity are contained in, perhaps ail of those 
in common use: the received doctrine and usage of our 
churches, however seem to point out the shorter catechism 
of the assembly of divines at Westminster, as the fittest to 
be chosen: and indeed, its intrinsic merit, for method, 
extent, precision, simplicity, perspicuity and soundness, has 
perhaps never been surpassed by any like composition.— 
Others merely elementary, may be u:eful for very young chil- 
dren, provided they are not substituted for it, but are mere- 
ly introductory to it. For such as shall have committed 
to memory the shorter catechism, the same, with such ex- 
planations of ic,in the catechetical form, as are, or may be 
provided; seems very desirable: and would complete a 
plan of instruction for children proper to be pursued, 
through the period of childhood and youth, highly subser- 
vient te the interests of relicion. It is no valid objection 
to the use of the shorter catechism, for very young chil- 
dren, that the answers are beyond their comprehension: 
ever such, if they ere taught with due solemnity, will un- 
derstand enough to derive a present benefit; the learning 
to repeat the answers to the questions will be a proper ex- 
ercise for the memory, and the mind will be treasuring up 
truths fer future contemplation, as fast as they shall at- 
tain the usc of reason, which till be accelerated by the diligent 
culture of their understandings and hearts. It is worthy 
of remark, that when the answers in a catechism are de- 
sigued to be committed to memory, they should repeat the 
subject of the question, so as to form, in themselves a 
dchnite proposition, which may be contemplated without 
having recourse to the question. This plan is pursued in 
the shorter catechism throughout» Thus, in answer to the 
questicn, “ What is the ehiet end of man?” The answer 
is not merely, “ To glorify God and enjoy him for ever ‘a 
for this, though a direct answcr to the question, is no pro- 
position, and by itself, asserts no truth, and if retained,in 
the memory ¢ver so perfect!y, it would be mere trash un- 
less the question were also recollected and combined with 
it: but the answer is, “* Man’s chief end is to glorify God 
and enjoy him for ever.” Here is a pruposition, a great 
and leading truth is asserted, which on -recollecting the 
terms ¢f the answer, will at all times, be present in the 
mind for consideration and improvement: besides a0 
auswer So framed will, by a natuyal association of idea’ 
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be easier learned, better recollected, and longer retained, 
than an answer in the other form. | 

Again, children and youth may he taught impressively 
by incidents or events. ‘This mode of instruction is slways 
proper, after the have acquired some use of language, and 
knowledge of passing events. In view of the conduct of a 
disobedient, lying, profane, or perverse child of their ac- 
quaintance, they should be warned to detest his conduct, 
and shun his company. In view of the amiable conduct 
of another, to love it, and imicate it. On the death ct a 
child of the same family or neighbourhood, they should be 
taught their own mortality, and the reason why all men are 
mortal. On recovery from sickness, they should be taught 
to ascribe it to the goodness of God alone, in whose hand 
their breath is. At night, they should be led, in some suit- 
able form of prayer, to commend themselves to God, while 
they sleep; and inthe morning to praise his name, and seek 
his guidance aud blessing through the day. In view of 
sun by day, and the moon and stars by night, they should 
be reminded, that the heavens declare the glory ot the Lord, 
and the firmament sheweth his handy work. ‘Lhey should 
be led to contemplate a present God, in the blasts of win- 
ter, in the gentle breezes and verdure of the opening spring, 
in the fervid heats and luxuriance of the summer, and in the 
copious fruits of autumn, and learn that the whole earth is 
full of his riches. In a word, in all such events, in the 
kingdoms of nature, providence and grace, as they can com- 
prehend, they should be taught to see and adore the hand of 
him who is wonderful in eounsel and excellent in working. 
Thus doing and teaching, parents and others, who have the 
care of children and youth committed to them, will talk otf 
the things of God, according to his directién by Moses, 
Deut. vi. 7. ‘ Thou shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thy house, and when thou waikest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up.” 

Once more parents and others, who have the care of 
children, should lead them, while very young, as often as 
Opportunity shall permit, to the house of God, on the Sab- 
bath, and other proper occasions 5 teach them to behave 
decently, reverently, and attentively, in the time of 
public worship ; require them, on their return, to repent 
what of the sermon they can recullect ; and give them such 
tokensyof approbation, or disapprobation as they siall me- 
rit. Thus with God’s blessing on their faithtul endea- 
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vours, shall they ‘“‘ make to understand doctrine them 
' that are weaned from ‘the milk, and drawy from the 
breasts.” 


PRISCUS. 
(Con. Evan. Mag. 


(FOR THE INSTRUCTOR. ) 
ON THE DECLINE OF RELIGION, 


Rey. ii. 4, and §. Nevertheless I have somewhat against 
thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember, 
therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and da 
the first works: or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou re. 
pent. 



























In these words of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Ephesian 
church is described as having already degenerated from her 
primitive character, and experienced a decline of vital reli- 
gien ; she is called to a speedy repentance, and warned of 
the dreadful evils, in which a course of declension without 
repentance, would issue. ‘These things, though they have 
an immediate reference to the church of Ephesus, were writ. 
ten for our admonition ; and it is our wisdem, and our 
duty to enquire, how far they are applicable to the existing 

: state of religion in our churches. 

A decline of vital religion is usually gradual and imper- 
ceptible in its progress, more especially, near its commence- 
ment and in its first stages. If we examine the history of 
those apostate churches, which through the judgment of 
God, have long since become extinct, or of those nominal 
churches, at this day, which are sunk into the lowest state 
of ignorance, superstition and immorality, we will find 
hat they fell not, all at once, from their primitive purity, 
and meridian splendour to such a depth of degeneracy. We 
may ‘trace their decline through a variety of stages, and 
through a succession of several generations. 

It is remarkable that when the faithful and true witness 
bore this testimony against the church of Ephesus, and ad- 
dressed to her the awful admonition contained in this 
passage of scripture, she was yet in the very first stage of 
declension, She was still ready to contend earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to the saints; she was active and 

sealous in opposing errors sand maintaining purity of di 
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trinee In practice she was, in many respects, not only 
blameless, but exemplary: Her unwearied labours in the 
cause and service of her Lord, her patience in trials and 
suffering, her perseverance and stedfastness in her Christi- 
an profession, are highly commended by the King of the 
church. Who would suppose that, in such a community, 
a decline of vital godliness had already begun, which 
would eventually terminate ia the total extinction of chris- 
tianity amongst: them? And yet, that such was the fact, 
we can entertain®no doubt, when we hear Christ himself 


pronouncing against that people this weighty charge: Ne-_ 


vertheless 1 have against thee—that thou hast left thy first 
ove. Amidst all thy shining attainments, [ charge thee 
with lamentable declension and base ingratitude—witha sad 
decay of that love to thy Redeemer, that deep and humble 
sense of obligation to him, which sweetly constrained thee 
in the day of thy espousals, which gave real worth to thy 
services, and is, in his sight, more than whole burnteof- 
ferings and sacrifices. ‘Though thy exuberant branches are 
fair and figurishing around thee, and thy towering summit 
seems to reach the sky, yet a secret decay, unobserved by 
any eye but mine, has seized upon thy inward part, and un- 
less its fatal progress be seasonably arrested, will soon dif- 
fuse itself through the whole mass, convert thy root into 
rottenness, and cause thy blossom to go off as dust; thou 
shalt be sought for, and not be found, and the place 
that now knows thee shall know thee no, more again fore- 
ver. 

Can we suppose that the church of Ephesus already 
knew this to be her character? ‘There is reason tobelieve, 
she did not, but on the contrary, flattered herself that she 
had not only maintained her ground, but was advancing in 
her christian race. ‘his was probably the first intimation 
which the christians at Ephesus received of the actual state 
of religion amongst them. And _ had they been charged 
with declension by any other than the searcher of all hearts, 
they would, no doubt, have resented the charge, as an 
injurious calumny. For such is the deceitfulness of sin, 
that, without a special work of conviction, societies, or 
mdividuals, may run to any fatal length in declension, or 
backsliding, betore they will be sensivie of it, or will bear 
with patience the person who would charge it upog 
them. 

Backsliding, or a decline of vital religion, always begins 


in the heart, or in the state of affections. with respect te 
Vou. I, Li - x 
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divine things. It consists in a decay, a languor and a dead, 
nes of the gracious affeciions of the soul, and discovers 
itself by a want of delight in spiritual duties, and an en- 
creasing relish for, and attachment to the things of the 
work’. ihis was precisely the state of the Mphesian 
church, as described in these words, Thou hast left thy 

irst jove. As love is the life and essence of true valiaion., 
and ws all other gracious affections may be considered 
either as modifications of this, or as pecessarily resulting from 
it, consequently, to have left the first love, must imply a 
prop: riionable decline of every other grace. And in pro- 
ortien as her love to her God and Redeemer would wax 
cold, the love of earthly things would gain the ascen- 
dant. 

‘This state of the affections is very consistent with a bold 
and forward profession, great zeal for orthodoxy, high es- 
teem for gospel privileges, and a strict attention to the ex- 
ternal duties of morality. Nor wiil it discover itself im- 
mediately, either by a disrespect for religious institutions or 
by a total negiect of devotional duties, either secret, or 
social. But, ch! how different the cold, the lifeless and 
carnal frame of the heart in religious duties now, from that 
fervent love and zeal, that deep abasement, those longing 
desires, and that holy joy, which once inspired and animat- 
ed christian worshippers! An empty form of godliness, 
odious to God, and unprofitable to men, supplies the place 
of vital piety ; while the siumbering church rests satisfied 
with a shadow instead of the substance, and knows not that 
the Lord has written Ichabod, the glory is departed, upon 
all his assem:lies. A spirit of woridliness and sloth, like 
a contagion spreads from one to another till it infects the 
whole society. And the holy Spirit grieved and quenched, 
in a great measure withdraws his influence from the 
chu ch. 

Hence the hearts of professing christians being no longer 
under the commanding influence of the love of God, and 
habituaity set on things above, are unable to resist the mo- 
tions of their lusts, and the force of inbred corruptio , A 
worldly spirit prevails: woridly maxims and principles say 
the minds of the professors of reiigion, and their practice 
daily contradicts their profession, Pride, envy, wrath, 
striie, evil speaking, covetousness, fraud and oppression, 
with their vbumerous train of eviis break into christian suci- 
ety. Professors of the reiigiun of Jesus bite and devour, 
traduce and hate one another. Reaigion divested of all her 
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living graces, degenerates into a lifeless form, and ceases 
to stop the mouth of opposition and command: the venera- 
tion of mankind by adisplay of her divine beauty and ener- 
gy in the lives of her professors. By these means hyrpo- 
crites are encouraged, nominal christians multiply, and the 
openly profane are emboldened, to their everlasting ruin, 
in their neglect and contempt of the gospel. 

in the mean time, a young generation arises in the bo- 
som of the church, in these unprepitious circumstances, 
and exposed to this fatal example. As might be expected, 
most of them grow up not only strangers t> true religion, 
but full of prejudices, against it. They have learned from 
the inconsistent practice, perhaps of their parents, to look 
upon all religion as no more than an external form, and all 
religious persons as no better than hypocrites. The very 
form of godliness now becomes a burden and an offence. 
First the duties of the family become unfashionable, and 
fall into neglect; and then the pu lic institutions of reli- 
gion are deserted, or attended merely through the influence 
of custom, and with marks of levity, giddiness, and 
irreverence, which are shocking to every pious mind. ‘The 
youth destitute of religious principle, and the fear of God, 
soon give a loose to their corrupt passions and appetites, and 
plunge into sensuality, profanity and every species of licens 
tlousness 

At such a time, it often happens, that the generality 
even of sincere christians, lead astray by reigning fashion, 
and sunk in sloth and worldly cares, scarce keep alive a 
spark of true piety in their hearts, aud oppose but a feeble 
barrier to the alarming progress of ir-e!igron 

Che few faithful servants of God, who have not defiled 
their garments, and who sigh and cry for the abominations 
committed amongst them, fall asleep in Jesus, one after 
another: and are called home, in mercy, to their eternal 
rest, that their ears may no longer be pained by hearing the 
hard speeches and filthy conversation of the wicked, nor 
their eyes see all the evil that God is about to bring upun a 
rebellious people. 

To crown the whole, avowed infidelity at length rears his 
hideous crest, and stands forth an advocate for the king: lom 
of darkness, opeis his mouth with blasphemies against God, 
pleads the cause ef vice and impiety, and reviles the sacred 
name of the Saviour of the world. The young, the licen. 
tious, the votaries of pleasure, of every rank, greedily drink 
in the destructive poison, And lastly, as a people cannot 
subsist long without some kind of reiigion, the Destroyer 































































































finding such a society sunk in ignorance and immorality 
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y> 
ripe for a general apostacy, comes in with a flood of errors 


and delusi« ns. Thousands, on every side, are swept away, 
yield themselves up to the influence of wild enthusiasm, and 
fall under the empire of Satan, and the yoke of degrading 
sup erstitl on. 

‘(hus it appears that there is a natural and necessary con- 
nexion between the sin of the Ephesian church, and the 
punishment with which that church was threatened ; and 
that, without any miraculous, or extraordinary interposition 

{ divine providence, a course of declension or backsliding 

naturaily and necessarily leads to the total extirpation Of piety 
aid morality, to the subversion of social order and happi- 
ness, and consequently to the final ruin and utter destruc- 
tion of a people. But farther, the justice of God requires 
that a people who have abused the advantzges of gospel 
light and privileges, should not only be deprived of those 
advantages, but punished for their abuse of them in a manner 
proportionally severe and exemplary. ‘To whomsoever much 
is given, of the same shall much be required. ‘ You only,” 
says God to his ancient people—* You only have I known 
of al! the families of the earth ; therefore I will punish you 
for all your iniquities.” 

These observations would be amply confirmed by areview 
of the history of the church in ‘every age of the world, 
especially of that part of its history which is recorded 
for our admonition in the sacred writings. The history of 
of the Jewish church, in every period of its existence, is 
full of instruction upon this subject. And the history 
christianity, in every part of the world, presents many af- 
fecting proofs of the dangerous tendency and imperceptible 
progress of apostacy, and of the dreadfui judgments with 
which it is followed. 

It is incumbent upon us to consider how far this portion 
of scripture is applicable to ourscives, as a people professing 
christianity. To the inhabitants of this part of Ame- 
rica, of various denominations, it wears an aspect particularly 
alarming. Most of us are descendants of pious ancestors, ol 
ancestors who were not ashamed of the gospei of Christ in 
their generation but gloried in his cross esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches and honour, than the applauses of the 
world, and the emoluments of sin. _ Phey were persons 
who loved not their lives unto the deat ath, but embraced the 
doctrines of our reformed religion at the risque of every 

earthiy comfort, and persevered in their profession under 
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all the afflictions and penalties to which it exposed them.— 
When a church was first planted in this country, religion 
was ina flourishing state. The word came with demon- 
stration and power to the hearts of men. Hence public or 
dinances were constantly and devoutly attended, houses of 
worship were threnged, sabbaths were kept hely to the Lord, 
they were seasons of much solemnity and great refresh- 
ment to his people. Every family of professing christi+ 
ans was a church of God, ia which the morning and evens 
ing sacrifices of prayer and praise was daily offered up.— 
Children were trained up, both by precept and example, in 
the nurture and admonition ofthe Lord ; instances of youths 
ful profligacy were comparatively few; multitudes of eve- 
ry age were found walking in the truth, and in the fear of 
God, and adorning their christian profession by a holy and 
exemplary practice. 

Are these things so now? And is this the state of re- 
ligion amongst us ? Alas! it is sufficient only to mention 
the practice of former times, and the contrast,—the lamen- 
table contrast, must strike every reflecting mind! By at- 
tending to the symptoms and progress of declension, as alrea- 
dy described it will appear, that we are sunk far below the 
state of the Ephesian church, when she was threatened 
with the terrible judgment which has long since been exe- 
cuted upon her, aad therefore that still more loudly is this 
call addressed tous, Remember from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent and do the first works. 

It appears that a decline of religion is not only begun, 
but has already made great progress amongst us. We 
learn from the declarations of scripture, and the general 
course of events, that this decline, unless divine mercy 
prevent it, by exciting us to repentance and reformation, 
must lead to the extinction of christianity, and terminate ia 
heathenish ignorance and barbarism. Does the reader think 
such an event incredible? To the Ephesians it would ap- 
pear just as unlikely that the judgment here threatened 
should actually take place. When the Greek church and 
empire were ia the height of their prosperity, it would ap- 
pear just as improbable that, ia the course of a few apes; 
that empire should be annihilated, and that church become 
inagreat mexsure extinct. When by a course of apostacy 
and impenitence, they had exhausted the divine patience, 
first the Saracens, and afterwards the Turks, a peopie be- 
fore unknown in the annals of history, were commissioned 
toavenge the Aimighty’s controversy, and execute his judg 
ments upon them. ‘he standard of Mahomet aow waves 
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over that countrv, and their magnificent churches are cone. 
verted into Turkish mosques. He who thus punished an 
apostate church is the same jealous and sin-avenging God 
with whom we have to do: and he whose kingdom rue 
leth overall can never want the power, nor the means to 
punish us ina manner equally signal. 

Let not the reader imagine that an attempt is made unne- 
¢essarily te alarm his fears, by representing our guilt and 
danger greater than they really are. As to our guilt, it is 
alas! urdeniable ; and asto our danger, if God has visited 
apostate churches in other times, in so terrible a manner, shall 
he not visit us? Let it not be said, though religion is up- 
on the decline, we hope we shall never fall into the s:me 
degree of corruption and degeneracy that other chur: hes 
have done. This is a vain imagination. Can you conrrol 
the course of nature? Can you set bounds to the roging 
sea, and say to the swelling billows, hitherto shall ye come 
and no farther: No more can you arrest the natural pros 
gress of human corruption. God alone can do this, and 
unless he should give us repentance and excite us to re- 
formation, we would proceed to every degree of declension 
and. apostacy that other churches have done, and fall under 
the same judgments. 

{s it true that religion is upon the decline? and are these 
the judgments to which a declining church is exposed? Let 
us then hear the warning voice of our Saviour, “ ikemember 
from whence thou art fallen, and repent and do the first 
works.” ‘seader can you lav your hand to your heart, «nd 
say, that you have in no degree, by your influence and. eX- 
ample, contriiuted to this decline? We are all guilty, and 
none more guilty, no doubt, than those who are called to 
watcr for the souls of men: We are all guilty, and therefore, 
we are all called to repentance. [I canno: forbear to observe 
that to a neglect of family religion, peshaps, more than te 
anv other cause, must be ascried the abounding of iniquity 
and the decline of religion, at this day, with all their dread- 
ful train of consequences. If there is no religion in fa- 
milies, there can he none in the church. Negligent and 
irreligious heads of families, the la gest proportion of this 
= guilt falls upon you. Your practice has a tendency, as 
far as your influence reaches, to banish the very form 
of religion out of the world. Instead of training up chil- 
drea for the kingdom of heave as you are bound to do, 
you are strengthening the kingdom of darkness, you are 
colarging the bounds of Satan’s dominions, you are peo= 
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pling the regions of endiess misery with the fruit of your 
own bodies! These charges are, indecd, weighty, they are 
tremendous; but are they wot true? Reader, if you are 
a parent, be entreated seri-u ly to consider these things.— 
If such considerations as these cannot awaken christians 
and christian parents to asense of their duty, it is a sad 
evidence, that piety is not merely upon the decline, but is 
actually extinct amongst us. 

To conclude, let us seriously lay these things to heart, and 
immediately seek repentance from God in the diligent use 
vf appointed means. \\ hy shoulda oacksliding people any 
longer forsake ther own mercies, and refuse to returu to 
their God, that he may pardon their iniquities, heal their 
backslidings, and pour out his spirit upon them? Why 
should impenitent, sinners any longer neglect the great sal- 
vation, and abuse the long suffering patience of the Al- 
mighty to their own destruction? Why should prayerless 
and graceless familigs in a christian land any longer provoke 
the divine displeasure by refusi:.g to call upon his 
name? Why should not those that fear the Lord amongst 
us speak often one to another? Why should they not appoint 
suitable times for mecting together to seek the Lord by 
fasting and prayer? Why should not the pious of every 
denomination be invited to join in these meetings, and send 

up thei: united supplications to a throne of grace for a sea. 
son of refreshing. 

Why should not our presbyteries, when they meet 
together to deliberate about the interests of the Ke- 
deemer’s kingdom, set apart one day to fasting and pray- 
er for the success of the gospel, and for a revival of 
religion in their several charges. Let any one whois con- 
cerned for the prosperity of Zion, whose heart, tike Eli’s, 
trembles for the ark of God, say, why, at a time whe 5 
irreligion and profanity abuu ‘d, when formality aud luke- 
warmne:s prevail, when thousands of precious souls are 
perishing, when the Spirit is, in a great measure, with. 
drawn from his ordinances, and the dispicasure of wod 
lies heavy upon us—duties so importait, and so obvious- 
ly required, snould not be attendedt., ut some will say, 
so much ado about religion is unnecsssary, apd sav urs 
of enthusiasm. No, reader, if there is auy truth in the 
word of God, if there is aay excellence ia religion, if 
there is any danger in sia, all chis is higniy rational, 
and the present state of religioa loudiy culis tor 1i— 
May the Lord dispose you, and me, aud all to hear aud 
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obey, that our candlestick may not*be remoyed out of his 
place. 
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1801. On thefirst day of January, Mr. Fernandez, with his son angi 
Mr. Powell, arrived from Dinagepore. His design was to be baptized, 
and to place his son at school. Gooo/ having absented himself from the 
Missionaries, was sitting melancholy in his hdfise. Xristno’s heart was 
happy, and his conversations and prayers in his family appear tohave been 
blessed to the restoring of them to aright mind. Being asked by a 
European in the street, ‘‘ What he got by his late profession of Christi- 
anity ?’? He answered, ‘* He got nothing but joy and comfort : it was 
the work of love.” 

On Lord’s day the 18th, Mr, Fernandez and Yoymooni (Kristno’s wife’s 
sister) were baptized, and joined the church. At a conversation meeting 
on the 22d,she said, ‘“* She had found a treasure in Christ greater than 
every thing else in this world.” Xristno said his “ chief thoughts now 
were about the salvation of others.” 

About this time Mr. Ward called on a Scotch gentleman who had met 
with some severe werldly losses. He said he was religiously educated, 
and that this restrained him a good deal till he came into India, when 
he became like other Europeans. Ten years ago his troubles came on. 
They failed however to produce any good in him. He came to Seram- 
pore five years since, but continued to live without Cod till he attended 
worship at the mission-house, when he felt a new kind of sensations. 
Afterthat he borrowed and read the most valuable books in the mission 

‘ library. His happiest hours, he said, were at athrone of grace. His 
Bible was to him anew book. His affiictions appeared in a new and in4 
tcresting light. The law was new ; and the way of salvation was pre- 
cious. 

A widow ofthe name of Unna who lived in Kristno’s family, was observ- 
ed to weep on hearing Mr. Ward discourse tothem She came afterwards 
with the other women to the mission-house. She said one day to Mr. 
Carey, “ Formetly, I never saw my sins: now I perceive that I am a seaof 
sin.” On Feb. 13th, she madg an open pofession of Christ’s name. /\asoo also 
(Xristno’s wife) was present, and appeared to be ofthe same mind. Un 
Lord’s day, the 22d, they were both baptized. 

« The effect of these baptizings was, that all the children of the Bengalee 
school were taken away by their parents, least they should be made Chris- 
tians ; and the only children left for instruction were those of Aristso, to 
whom the missionaries, now paid the greater attention, and amongst whom 
there were some hopeful appearances. 
The baptized Hindoos appeared to grow much in knowledge and 
affection. Their manner of speaking was very singular and impressiye. 
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“ Christ (said one) is my jov, my hope, my all. If worldly things draw 
my mind from him, I say, Mind, why dost thou leave Christ? There 
is no other Saviour. If thou leave him, thou fallest into hell. I charge 
thee, Mind, that thou keep close to Christ.”—* I was formerly (said 
another) in prison. The light of the gospel came to the prison door, 
and I got out. My prayer now is, that Satan may imprison me no 
more. I call to mjnd continually the sufferings of Ghrist.” 

The printing of the New Testament being finished, a meeting for 
thanksgiving was appointed. Copies were presented to the governor, 
and governor-general, which were favourablv received. All things wore 
an encouraging aspect; except that the state of Mr. Brunsdon’s health 
excited strong apprehensions that they would be called to part with 
hir. 

In April, Kristno’s eldest daughter, Golook, was forcibly taken away 
by the person who hed contracted for her in mariage, and carried to 
Calcutta. As she was passing by a police-office she cried out for justice. 
The men who carried her off were of course Jetained. When the ma- 
gistrate inquired into her complaint, she answered, “1 have heard of 
the love and sufferings of Christ: these things have laid hold of my 
mind: Iam a christian of choice; and am not willing to go with this 
man.” The magistrate said he “ could not separate them, but would 
take care that she should profess whatevér religion she’chose.” This 
however was what he could not, or did not perform; and the young woman 
was much grieved at being left contrary to her will, in the hands of idol- 
aters. It was also a great trialto Kristno and his family. The women 
endeavoured to fmd Ler out, and to furnish her with a New Testament 
and some hymns. 

About this time Mr. Carey was appointed by Marquis Wellesicy 
to an important station in the New College of Fort William. He had 
no expectation of any such application being made to him; and when it 
was made, had some hesitation as to complying with it, lest it should 
interfere with his proper work as a missionary Nor did he accede to 
the appointment till he hac consulted with his brethren, whothought that 
it might promote rather than obstruct the great objects of the mission. 
Every temporal advantage that might arise from it would, on the 


ground of their established rules, be oniy so much added to the mission- 
ary stock. 

On the morning of May 8th, the British flag was hoisted at Seram- 
pore. At teno’clock the missionaries were ordered to appear at the go- 
vernment house. On presenting themselves they were treated with the 
utmost civility, both by the late Danish governor, and the English com- 
mander, and told to go on with their school, preaching kc. is the 
same peaceable way as before —On the 29th. Gosool, who had faint- 
ed at the outset, came forward again, resolved to join the gospel 
standard, let the consequences be whatthey might. On June 7th, he was 
baptized; and what was mere surprizing, his wife, who had made 
such violent opposition, was present, and seemed to express some ap- 
probation vi the gospel She had listened to her husband more attentively 
of late, and her prejudices seemed to be giving way 

Next day “r. Carey acecompanicd Kristao to Calcutta te see his daugh- 
ter. He talked ailectionately to the family ; but while ther seemed to 
be listening to his words, he perceived something going forward indicative 
of mischief. He therefore stepped into his pslanquim, and ordered the 
bearers to take him away. The opposition which they made to 
this, left very litle doubt of its being thei incention to assassinace 
him, 

_Kristno was now in the habit of talking to his neighbours who came to 
him at his work, im? some such strain as ‘his :—* In all your worship 
there isno fruit. None of the debtas died for sinners ; but Jesus Christ 
camie into the world for this. This is the greatest love 1 ever heard of, 
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Atthe house ofthe missionaries I have seen such love as I never saw 
before. When aman believes in Christ he gets a new mind. This is 
the fruit of becoming a Christian, &c. &c.” The missionaries from such 
specimens hoped that he would soon be able to preach Christ to his 
countrymen. 

On the $d of July, Mr. Brunsdon. after a long affliction, died at Calcutta. 
This, with the deaths which preceded it, was a heavy loss “to the mission. 
Early in August, the missionaries were visited hy their much respected 
friend, Capt. Wickes, from Philidelphia ; who rejoiced to hear of 
all the mercy and the truthwhich the Lord had shewn them. 

Gokool’s wife, whose name was Koinal, had now become an attentive 
hearer and believer of the gospel ; and as she was always considered’as 
being of a frank and open temper, the missionaries had the less apprehen- 
sion of being imposed upon. On the 4th of October, she was baptized. 
‘© We have now, (says Mr. Marshman) six baptized Hindoos, whom 
we estecm more precious than gems Yet we need great prudence inour 
conduct towardsthem. We have to encourage, to strengthen, to coun- 
teract, to advise, to disapprove, to teach, and, to do all in such a manner . 
as to endear our Savior and ourselves to them.” Vep 

About the same time the missionsrics purchased the house and pre- 
mises adjoining their own. The garden and out-buildings contained, 
more than four acres of land. By this addition they had room not k” 
only for the schools, and forthe printing and binding business, but also 9” 
for any new missionanes that miglt arrive. They made themselves 

Trustees for the Society, as they had done in the first purehase. 

Cn the 13th of this month died Mr John Thomas, at the house of 
Mr. Fernandez at Dinsgepore. This was the fourth death that had 
taken place among the missionaries within the last two years ! For the 
memoirs of these fout missionaries. we must refer to the Periodical Ac- 
counts, Nos. vii.—x. 

During this month Mr. Ward and Kristno visited certain parts of the 
country from whence persons had come for.religious instruction, preaching 
and distributing papers as they proceeded; and some of the women went 
to visit their female relations up ihe country, where they also conversed 
about the gospel. Mr. ward in his excursion was detained by a_ pulice 
officer, on much the same grounds as have been lately alleged, namely, 
that the Company had given no orders Jar the natiws to lose cast. Mr. W. 
assured him that the papers were entire]: religious ; and on his offering 
to sign them with his own name, the officer released him. The papers 
thus signed were sent to Calcutta, and examined. Some alleged, that 
it was improper to attack the religion of the natives ; but others 
answered that there was nothing more in the papers than had been always 
tolerated in the Roman Catholics in the Company’s territories. Nothing 
therefore came of it ; and during the admistration of Marquis Wellesley , 
nothing more washeardon the subject. During the months of Novem- 
ber and December there were many people inquiring after the gospel, 
and some hopeful appearances among the Portuguese Catholics at 
Calcutta. 

In the course ofthis year, Col. Bie transmitted to his Government 
an account of the settlement of the missionaries at serampore, ,in’ Con- 
sequence of which his Danish majesty directed the royal college of 
commerce at Copenhagen to signity his pleasure to the governor ot Se- 
rampore, that the society of missionaries be considered as under his ma- 
jesty’s protection and patronage, which they accordingly signified by & 
letter bearing date Sept 5, 1801. 

The governor-generalof British India was pleased to assure one of 
the missionaries, that he ‘* was perfectly acquainted with all the concerns 
and operations at Serampore, and felt great satigfaction at their affaits 
being attended with a degree of success.” 


(vO BE CONTINUED.) 
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Extract of a letter from a respectable minister in Chester 
county, Penn. dated Feb. 5, 1811. 


“It is to\be hoped, that praying societies* may be insti- 
tuted, wherever nothing of this kind is in operation. Pray- 
ing persons are the ornaments and safe-guards of places, 
where they reside. This thought is iliustrated and con- 
firmed in the xviiith chapter of Genesis, wher the Lord told 
Abraham, that he would not destrey Sodom if it contained 
ten righteous persons. A!though our beloved brethren in 


the ministry are faithful and indefatigable ; yet we hope that: 


they may be pronppted to still greater degrees of zeal. 
Though the special business of ministers be, to aim at the 
renewal of the hearts of their hearers, to drive them from eve- 


».ty refuge of lies, and to encourage them to place a filial un- 
suspecting confidence in the merits, grace and fullness of the 
‘divine Redeemer; yet it appears to me, that an explicit, 


marked disaprebation, by Presbyteries, of some God-provoke 
ing sins, might produce a salutary effect. Drunkenness, 
swearing and sabbath -breaking are crimes, by which the King 
of heaven is now audaciously insulted. Drunkenness stalks 
abroad with a heaven-d:ringfront. Were ILasked, what is 
destroying thousands of families ? I would answer drunken- 
ness. What is wasting estates ? drunkenness. What is destroy~ 
ing the souls and bodies of many ? drunkenness. It is the ho- 
nour and duty of good men to attempt to check these abo- 
minations, by their example and their prayers, as well as by 
their remonstrances. The Lord encourages in a special 
manner, the united prayers of his people. “If two of you 
shall agree on earth, as touching any thing, that they shall 
ask, it shal! be done unto them of my Father which is in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them.””’ Humble, impor- 
tunate prayer prevents calamities. Ezek. xxii. 30. exempli- 
fies thise The words are, “ And I soughtfera man among 
them, that should make up the hedge a:d stand in the gap 
before me for the land, that I should not destroy ic; but I 
found none.” The Lord here represents himseif, iouking 
out for a good man, who, by his earnest supplications, 
might prevent the infliction of deserved wrath, A hedge 
is thrown around God’s pe ple for their protection: sin 
Makes a gap or breach in that hedge, through which num- 
berless calamities will rush in aud greatly distress them 


* See the Vth No. of the Instructor, page 235. 
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unless some pious man, like an intrepid soldier, or like Moe 
ses (Pm. cvi. 23.) step forward, and by his fervent prayers, 
nobly close the gap, Prayer not only prevents evils, but 
brings down heavenly favours, A new heart, which is one of 
the greatest blessings we can receive on this side of heaven, 
is promised to the humble suppliant. He who gives the 
new heart, informs us that we must ask for it. (Ezekiel 
Xxxvi. 26,37.) The following lines express the same sen- 
timent, 
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“ Yet not unsought, or unimplor’d 
The plenteous grace will I confer ; 

No; your whole hearts shall seek the Lord, 
Vil put a praying spirit there.” 







Extract of aletter to one of the Editors, dated Philadelphia, 
March 2, 1811. 






I left Andover about six weeks since. I closed my stu- 
dies under the professors i in September last, and intended 
to have continued in college until spring ; but my health 
was not very good, I concluded to journey, and endeavour 
to do alittle good by preaching. 1 arrived in this city last 
Thursday week, and expect to leave it for New England 
next week. The college flourishes at Andover. ‘There 
are about sixty students. Jr. Griffin, | learn by a letter 
from him sinée [left Boston, is elected pastor of Park-street- 
church Boston. He will probably accept the office and leave 
Andover. 

Nothing very interesting respecting religion has transpir- 
ed of late in that quarter. A line is fast drawing between So- 
cinians and Trinitarians, and open war will be the conse- 
quence. 

A very considerable missionary spirit exists among the 
students at Andover. Four young men from the institution 
expect to sail as missionaries to Asia or Africa in the 
spring. One of the four Mr. Judson has gone to England 
to receive information and to propose some connexion bee 
tween the London Missionary Society,.and the beard of 
commissioners of foreign missions There are twelve or 
fourteen belonging to the college, who have concluded 
to become missionarics, if they can obtain support.—A 
society is formed in the college ; one article of the consti- 

tution is, that each member shall make it asubject ef pray- 
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er and examination, whether it be not his duty to spend his 
life as a missionary; and the society are collecting a library 
to be composed of such books, as will enable the members 
to examine this question respecting duty, and such books 
as willbe useful to those, who have concluded to become 
missionaries. This certainly to human view predicts good 
to the church, and may be succeeded by the voice which 
is to be heard saying, “Sing O barren, thou that didst not 
bear; for thy Maker is thine .cusband, the Lord of hosts is 
his name.” 


ae 


The tollowing letter was written by the Rev. Mr. Bur- 
der, Secretary of the London Missionary Society, to one 
of the young gentlemen at Andover, who have publicly ex- 
pressed their willingness to go on a mission to the Heathen, 
It is an answer to a letter written last spring to the Rev. 
Mr. Bogue, Principal of the Missionary Seminary at Gos- 
port, England. | 


Lonpon, July 18, 1810. 
DEAR SIR, 


Your letter of April 23d, to the Rev. Mr. Bogue, was 
transmitted by him to the Directors of the Missionary So- 
ciety, by whom it was perused with great pleasure. ‘They 
rejoice most sincerely that you and other young g gentlemen 
devoted to the work of the ministry, and in a course of ed- 
ucation for it, have turned your thoughts towards the be- 
nighted world of the heathen. Hitherto, we have found 
but too few of the sons of the prophets disposed to leave the 
smooth path of pastoral labors among their fellow-christians, 
to travel that rugged way which presents itself to a mission- 
ary ; few, comparatively, have the noble ambition to “ preach 
Christ where before he was not named.” The Directors, 
therefore, hail your pious resolution as the dawn of a more 
glorious day amoug the heathen. 

Mr. Bogue much wished to have written to you on the 
subject ; but he was just preparing, at the commencement of 
his vacation, to take a long journey, in the northern parts of 
England, to preach, and collect for the Society. He is, howe- 
ver, much pleased with the intention, thus expressed, of our 
dear American brethren, to aid the glorious cause of mis- 
sions. Let Infidels despise a * passion for missions,” and 
laugh .at * the heroic passion for saving souls ;” we know 
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assuredly that it is the very same passion which moved the 
breast of the Saviour when he wept over Jerusalem, and 
which inspired the holy fishermen of Judea, and the zeal- 
ous tent maker of l'arsus, when they went forth, accompani. 
ed by the Divine presence, and spread abroad, in every 
place, the sweet savour of the Redeemer’s name. 

I am directed, Sir, to say that the Missionary Society 
hope to add many to the numjirtr of the missionaries gone 
to the East. The Surat mission has been long neglected, 
owing chiefly to the declension of one of their missionaries, 
who has preferred a lucrative situation of a medical nature, 
to the,healing of men’s souls, after a very great sum expend- 
ed on his education. But one or two now in India are 
likely to go thither. Tsvo are just entering On a mission to 
the Birman Empire, and probaly several other places will ;, 
be undertaken. More labourers are therefore wanted. 

The Directors would invite you to come over directly, 
but that it seems regular first to receive from your own pen, 
(and if others are like minded, from their pens,) a full and 
explicit declaration of your religious sentiments, in the 
most unequivocal terms; and also of your religious feelings, 
or what is frequently called experience. Nox that we have 
any doubt upon these heads, but we feel ourselves in a very 
responsible situation, when we admit candidates for missi- | 
onary work, and have suffered much, in some instances, by; 
want of greater care. 

At the same time, you will have the goodness to transmit 
to us those testimonials of your christian character and talents 
to which you refer, concetning which also we entertain no 
doubt whatever. We had the pleasure of seeing a letter 
from Mr. Ailento a friend, ia which he refers to your in- 
tention. Probably you may be acquainted with Mr. Cod- 
man, whose society we recollect with pleasure. 

On the reception of these papers, we shall, without delay 
request you to “come over and help us.” Your expenses, 
after your arrival, will certainly be defrayed by our Society. 
Our students are boarded at Gosport, with a moderate al- 
lowance for app?rel, &ce with a regard to economy in the 
whole arrangement. | 

Should three, or even four, be disposed to come; satistac- 
torily recommended, we shall not object to the expense ; 
and we apprehend, with you that the generosity of the 


American churches will hereafter be displayed in our assis- 
tance. 
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Inclosed is a printed paper, which we submit to the care- 
ful attention of every missionary candidate ; it is the result 
of experience, and we expect every gentleman tu signify 
his assent to the pvints it contains. We also expect that 
if ary one, after putting us to the expense of education, 
support, and equipment, relinquish a mission, except on 
account of health, and without leave of the Directors or 
some necessar} cause, he will reimburse the expense he has 
occasi »ned. 

If opportunity occurs before this letter leaves England, I 
shall send the last set of Missionary Sermons (now print- 
ing) and our last Repor:, from which you will learn the 
present state and engagements of the Society. 

It may be proper to say that as you have already enjoved 
the advantages of a liberal education, it perhaps, may not be 
necessary for you to reside (at least not long) at Gosport ; ; 
but this must be a future consideration. 

I am, Sir, 
In behalf of the Directors, 
Your affectionate brother in Christ, 


GEO. BURDER, Secretary. 


The address alluded to in the foregoing letier in our 
next. 





Extract from President Edward's Resolutions. 

I will consider love to God and Zeal for his glory as my 
highest duties, and study to improve daily in these divine al- 
fections ; and I will judge of my progress in them, net br 
transient fervours of the mind, but by my habitual tempers, 
by my punctual periormance of the self- ~denying duties of 
christianity, by my cheerful acquiescence in all God’s dis- 
pensations, and by the love, the humilitv, and meckness 
which I am enabled to exercise to those around me. 


———a (> aa. 
ORIGINAL POETRY. 


ON THE DEATH OF AN INFANT, 


While softer nature prompted me ta weep 

O’er a sweet babe that death had lull’d asleep ; 
Set each internal spring to wake that moves 

A parents bowels to the child she loves, 

And taught me by experiinental smart, 





es 
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What ’tis to have a tender mother’s heart! 
Severer reason striving to control, 
The strong emotions of my troubled soul, 
Convinced me twas my weakness and my shame 
To yield to passions so impetuous stream. 
I gave attention when I heard her speak, 
Her arguments were strong, but she was weak ; 
I found her wise, but too infirm a guide, 
Which could not give me strength to stem the tide ; 
My sorrow bore me down till faith stept in, 
And told me truths, dim reason ne’er had seen— 
Her powerful words she thus to me address’d, 
Which spread an heavenly calm within my breast ; a 
Why all these sighs, why all these flowing tears, 
What cause for such reluctanéy appears, 
What tho’ the curious form thou doats’t on must 
Be laid in earth, and crumbled into dust ; 
Extend beyond the grave thy piercing view 
To that bright day when ’twill be formed anew ; 
This infant dust shall then revive and be 
Ripen’d and rais’d to full maturity ; 
This wither’d flower shall then be freshly blown, 
Shall rise in strength, tho’ now in weakness sown ! 
These feeble legs that scarce had learn’d to go, 
To tread the milky path of heaven shall know ; 
Seraphic zeal these pretty hands shall raise 
In acts of worship to Jehovah’s praise— 
That tongue while here untaught its words to frame 
Shall speak and sing the glory of his name; 
And tho’ his body lies among the deaa, 
His happy soul to realms of glory’s fled. 
And every moment there is taught to know 
What we can't learn in numerous vears below. 
O what surprising raptures seize his mind, 
To such a bright assembly to be join’d! 
O happy babe! so early fied away, 
From this vile earth to realms of endless day ! 
What wondrous change dear infant hast thou known. 
Leaving thy cradle to ascend a throne ; 
Thy infant fancies turned to manly thought, 
Strength out of weakness life from darkness brought ; 
Leaving thy mother’s songs for angels hymns, 
‘Chou learn’st thyself to sing with seraphims ; 
Hast left thy cries for joys, thy pains for rest, 
for Abraham’s bosom left thy mothers breast. 
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What ’us to have a tender mother’s heart! 
Severer reason striving to control, 
‘Lhe strong > emetions of my troubled soul, 
Convinced me twas my weakness and my shame 
To yield to passions so impetuous stream, 
{ gave attention when I heard her speak, 
Her arguments were strong, but she was wenk ; 
I townd her wise, but too infirm a guide, 
Which could not give me strength tostem the tide 
My sorrow bore me down till faith ste pt in, 
And told me truths, dim reason ne’er had seen— 
Her powertul words she thus to me address’d, 
Which aenee an heavenly calm within my breast ;— 
Why all these sighs, w hy all these itowing tears, 
What cause for such reluctanéy appears, 
What tho’ the curious form thou doats’t on must 
Be laid in earth, and crumbled into dust ; 
Extend beyond the grave thy piercing view 
To that bright day when ’twill be formed anew 
This infant dust shall then revive and be 
Ripen’d and rais’d to full maturity ; 
This wither’d flower shall then be freshily blown, 
Shali rise in strength, tho’ now in weakness sown : 
These feeble legs that scarce had learn’d to go, 
To tread the milky path of heaven shall know ; 
Seraphic zeal these pretty hands shall raise 
In acts of wors hip to Jehovah’s praisc—~ 
‘That tongue while here untaught its words to fram 
Shall speak and sing the glory of his name ; : 
And tho’ his body "he ‘'s among the dead, 
His happy soul to realms of glory’s fled. 
And ever "moment there is taught to know 
What we can't Icarn in numerous vears below. 
O what surprising raptures seize his mind, 
To such a bright assembly to be join’d! 
O happy babe ! so early filed away, 
From this vile earth to realms of endless dav! 
What wondrous change dear infant hast thou known. 
Leaving thy ciadle to ascend athrone; 
Thy infant fancies turned to manly thought, 
Si rengtn out of weakness life from darkness brought , 
Leaving thy mother’s songs for angels hymns, 
‘(hou learn’st thyself to sing with serap »hims ; 
+ left thy cries for joys, “thy pains for rest, 
For Abraham’s bosom left thy mothers breast. 
P, 
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What ’tis to have a tender mother’s heart! 
Severer reason striving to control, 

‘Lhe strong emotions of my troubled soul, 
Convinced me twas my weakness and my shame 

To yield to passions so impetuous stream. 

I gave attention when I heard her speak, 

Her a arguinents were strong, but she was weak ; 

I found her wise, but too infirm a guide, 

Which could not give me strength to stem the tide 
My sorrow bore me down till faith _ Stept in, 

And told me truths, dim reason ne’er had seen— 
Her powerful words she thus to me address’d, 
Which spread an heavenly calm within my breast ;— 
Why all these sighs, why all these flowing tears, 
What cause for such reluctan¢y appears, 

What tho’ the cutious form thou doats’t on must 

Be laid in earth, and crumbled into dust ; 

Extend beyond the grave thy piercing view 

To that b right day when ’tw ‘ill be formed anew ; 
This infant dust shall then revive and be 

Ripen’d and rais’d to full maturity ; 

This wither’d flower shall then be freshly blown, 
Shall rise in strength, tho’ now in weakness sown : 
These feeble legs that scarce had learn’d to go, 

To tread the milky path of heaven shall know ; 
Seraphic zeal these pretty hands shall raise 

In acts of worship to Jehovah’s praisc—~ 

‘That tongue while here untaught its words to frame 
Shall speak and sing the glory of his name ; : 

And tho’ his body ‘lie s among the dead, 

His happy soul to reaims of glory’s fled. 

And every moment there is taught to know 

What we can’t learn in numerous vears below. 

O what surprising raptures seize his mind, 

To such a bright assembly to be join’d! 

O happy babe! so early fled aw ay, 

From this vile earth to realms of endless day! 
What wondrous change dear infant hast thou known. 
epee de hy cradle to ascend a throne ; 

Thy infant fancies turned to manly thought, 
Strength out of weakness life from darkness brought, 
Leaving thy mother’s songs for angels hymns, 
‘{hou learn’st thyself to sing with seraphims ; ; 
Hast left thy cries for joys, thy pains for rest, 
for Abraham’s bosom left thy mothers breast. 
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